
Señor Brian Wasik (profesor)         Spanish 1 
Email: brian.wasik@sbpsb.org        Tutoring Hours: By appointment 

Syllabus  
 

Course Description: Spanish 1 aims to develop student knowledge and understanding of the 
Spanish language and broader Hispanic culture through skill building around reading, writing, 
listening, and speaking. In developing these skills, students will begin to gain a perspective on 
the language and culture which will enable them to empathize with other people and experience 
other cultures in a meaningful way.  
 
The course objectives will revolve around the five following areas: 

● Communication 
● Cultures 

○ Products 
○ Practices 
○ Perspectives 

● Connections 
● Comparisons 
● Communities 

 
Mandatory Supplies:  Paper or notebook Suggested Supplies: Index cards 

  Blue or black pen   Colored pens 
  Pencil for scantron tests One 3 Ring Binder 
  One box of tissues OR two white board markers Tab dividers
 

** All mandatory supplies are due as soon as possible, but no later than Monday, August 15th. 
 
Grading Scale: Nine Weeks Grade Distribution: 

A= 100-93 40% Tests and Projects 
B= 93-85 20% Quizzes 
C= 85-75  5% Dialogues/speaking presentations 
D=75-67 15% Classwork 
F=67-0 10% Homework 

10% Participation   
 
Exams:  A Comprehensive Exam will be given at the end of the semester. A student’s final 
average for the semester is determined by averaging all three grades reported during the 
semester’s two nine week periods. (Each nine weeks grade plus the exam. The 9 weeks grades 
are worth double the final exam.) 
 
Tests and Projects: Tests and projects will constitute 40% of your Marking Period grade. Tests 
will be given at the end of each Lección (about once every six or seven days--announced in 
advance). They will consist of grammar, vocabulary, culture, speaking, reading, writing, and 
listening. You will have one small project during MP 1 and one large project during MP 2. 
 
Quizzes: Quizzes are worth 25% of your Marking Period grade. Quizzes will be both announced 
and unannounced, and may cover vocabulary, grammar, geography, culture, listening, etc.  
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Dialogues and Speaking Presentations: Dialogues (in groups) and individual speaking 
presentations are worth 5% of the Marking Period grade. There will be at least one per marking 
period. 
 
Classwork: Classwork is worth 15% of your Marking Period grade. Classwork will consist of do 
now’s, written worksheets, exit slips, etc. Some assignments will be graded based on completion 
and some will be graded based on correctness. Method of grading will be specified as classwork 
assignments are given.  
 
Homework: Homework is worth 10% of your Marking Period grade. Homework will consist of 
written assignments and will be due at the beginning of the next class. If you are absent, it will 
be posted online. Absent students are responsible for FINDING OUT WHAT THEY MISSED 
and COMPLETING WORK IMMEDIATELY. Daily objectives, agendas, and 
activities/assignments will be printed and available in the room. Missed handouts will also be 
available.  It is the STUDENT’S RESPONSIBILITY to seek out these documents and complete 
their work. LATE HOMEWORK WILL NOT BE ACCEPTED. 
 
****Failure to complete work is a MAJOR reason why students fail.  DO YOUR WORK! 
 
Participation: Participation is worth 10% of your Marking Period grade.  Participation means 
attendance plus actively trying to learn (being awake and alert; having and using required 
materials; taking notes; listening to the teacher; making comments during discussions; asking 
questions; participating in class activities such as conversations; answering questions). Students 
start with 10 points a day--4 for attendance, 2 for listening and paying attention, 2 for engaging 
in a small group, and 2 for engaging in the large group. Points will be subtracted if the student is 
not listening (e.g. talking when teacher is talking, sleeping, etc.) or not engaging (e.g. not doing 
assigned work). Students with excused absences will not be penalized. 
 
Binder:  It is STRONGLY RECOMMENDED that students keep a 3-ring binder with sections 
for  

1. Do Nows and Exit tickets 
2. Vocabulary 
3. Grammar and Culture notes 
4. Classwork (in class exercises) 
5. Handouts & packets 

 
Keep all items labeled clearly with the date, chapter, and page numbers.  
 
ABSENT make-up work policy: After an absence, you will have one day after you return to 
complete assignments (workbook, packets, handouts). It is YOUR responsibility to complete 
work and turn it in. The daily agenda will be printed and filed in the room. It is your 
responsibility to seek out the missing assignments and complete the work. I WILL NOT remind 
you to turn in your missed assignments. It is completely YOUR responsibility to do so. If you do 
not turn it in the day after you return, it will be given a grade of ZERO.  
 
ABSENT make-up quizzes and tests: If you are scheduled to take a test, but miss the day 
before the test, you will be expected to take the test on the scheduled day. If you miss the day of 
the test, you will be expected to take the test the day you return to school unless otherwise 
 



coordinated with Sr. Wasik (profe). If you miss 3 or more days, you will have one week to make 
up your quiz or test. Make sure to schedule a time and place with me to take your quiz or test. 
Failure to make up any quizzes or tests within a week of your return will result in an ‘F’. Quizzes 
and Tests can also be taken in advance if you know you will be absent. 
 
CLASSROOM PROCEDURES 
 
What will I be doing in class? 
Students will be taking notes, participating in speaking activities, doing group work, playing 
educational games that increase the learning of a specific topic, learning aspects of Hispanic 
culture, and occasionally watching an educational video about the Spanish language or Hispanic 
culture. Homework assignments are an essential part of the learning process; therefore they 
should be completed and turned in at the beginning of class. 
 
BEHAVIORAL EXPECTATIONS: 
 
GENERAL CLASS RULES: 

1. Hang up & hang out: No cell phone use. 
2. Sit down, be humble: Be respectful to your teacher, classmates, and property. 
3. If you hear me, hear me: Listen and follow directions. 
4. Your space is your space when it’s your space: Clear your desks. Backpacks on the floor. 

Collect all things when class is over. 
5. Bring your stuff: Be prepared with all your materials. 
6. Own your Owl pride and give a hoot: follow all classroom procedures and school rules as 

set forth in the Student Handbook (dress code, etc.) 
 
NON-NEGOTIABLES: 

1. No talking during instruction 
2. No sleeping in class 
3. No disruptive behavior or disrespect. You will be sent to 117. 
4. No eating in class. Bottled water only. 
5. No cell phones whatsoever. If I see it, I take it.  

 
ENTERING PROCEDURE (beginning of class): 

1. Enter quietly and on time  
2. Take handouts for the day, textbook.  
3. Sit in assigned seat.  
4. Take out:  binder, looseleaf, pen(s), workbook, and homework (if any).  
5. Silently and independently work on your HAZLO AHORA (DO NOW). 

 
***In addition, your PARTICIPATION GRADE will be penalized if your tardies contribute to 
your being out of class for more than 5 minutes per week.  
 
***If you have an excuse for being tardy, YOU MUST BRING IT when you come to class.  
 
LEAVING PROCEDURE (end of class): 

1. Complete exit ticket and  
2. Pass textbooks to the front.  The first person in the row will place them on shelf. 

 



3. Pack up.  
4. Return desks to original position (if necessary).  
5. Throw out trash. 
6. Exit quietly in an orderly fashion when dismissed. 

 
ENTERING AND LEAVING DURING CLASS (minutes of instruction missed for any 
reason):  

1. Students entering late (after the tardy bell has stopped ringing) will SIGN-IN.  Indicate 
date, time, reason for tardiness. If you have a pass from the health clinic or someplace 
else, attach it to the clipboard. Otherwise, show me your agenda pass.  You should 
ALWAYS have a pass. 

2. Students leaving class for any reason (bathroom, clinic, 117, counselor, etc.) will 
SIGN-OUT when they leave, and SIGN-IN when they return.  Indicate date, time, reason. 
Leave pass if applicable.  Show me agenda pass 

a. PARTICIPATION GRADE penalized after 5 minutes of missed class per week.  
 

OVERALL CONSEQUENCES (INCLUDES TARDIES): 
1. Warning 
2. Lunch detention 
3. After school detention and phone call home 
4. Class II Referral 

***There is no warning for cell phone use. If you use it, I take it, and it goes to 117. Every 
single time. 
 
FAILED OR POOR GRADE ON QUIZ OR TEST:  (OR ANYTIME YOU GET <100 
POINTS) 

1. Meet with me to determine what you didn’t know/understand.  
2. Complete TEST CORRECTIONS for a better grade. 

a. For each item that you missed, provide the CORRECT ANSWER in complete 
sentences.  

b. You will get half a point back for each point off.  
c. For example, if you missed 14/50, your test score would be 72% (36/50).  If you 

correct all 14, I will give you 7 additional points for a new score of 43/50, or 86%. 
That’s a D to a B 

 
 
Signature__________________________________ Date____________ 
 
 
Parent Signature___________________________________ Date____________ 

 


